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Care, Maintenance, and Repair of Composite Decking Products 
 

Touch Ups: 

Tools needed – Trade Secret 8-Piece Kit Furniture Restoration System 

(Purchasable from Home Depot Online for $25), Extra Micro-Fiber Cloths, 400 Grit 

Sandpaper, 2000 Grit sandpaper 

 

 

Discoloration: 

1. Wipe down surface with a clean microfiber cloth to clear area of 

dust/debris 

2. Put a small amount of Trade Secret scratch remover for dark wood on 

your micro-fiber cloth and slowly drag it the length of the planks you 

need to re-stain. Re-apply to rag as needed to get an even 

application. 

3. After the affected areas have been coated, use a clean area of your 

cloth to gently remove the excess stain from the surface by making a 

few passes back over the re-stained areas. 

 

Nicks/Chips/Dents: 

1. Wipe down the surface with a clean microfiber cloth to clear area of 

dust/debris 

2. Apply a few squirts of Trade Secret Furniture Polish and Cleaner to the 

problem area and a little to a piece of 400 Grit sandpaper. Sand with 

moderate pressure keeping with the grain. 

3. Apply more Furniture Polish and Cleaner to the surface and to a piece 

of 2000 Grit sandpaper. Sand with moderate to light pressure keeping 

with the grain to smooth out the surface and feather out the sanding 

marks. 

4. If needed, use one of the wax fill sticks provided in the Trade Secret kit 

to fill in scratched and nicks by rubbing it back and forth over the 

defect. 

5. Wipe away excess wax and Furniture Polish using light pressure and a 

micro-fiber cloth. 

6. Once fully dried, apply a small amount of Trade Secret Scratch 

Remover for Dark Wood to the area that was sanded and wipe away 

excess with a clean cloth and light pressure. 
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Replacing Slats: 

Tools needed: Hammer, Philips head screw driver, Sand paper, furniture glue 

 

Removing Planks: 

1. Remove screws from the underside of the top along the length of the 

plank that needs replaced. 

2. Starting at the end of the plank, use a hammer to tap the plank loose 

from underneath top (Glued and stapled to support beams). 

3. Continue one by one until the full length of the plank has been 

removed from top. 

4. If any staples remain, remove them prior to next step.  

5. Using a piece of sandpaper, clean up the areas that the plank was 

glued to creating a smooth/flat surface. 

Attaching Planks: 

1. Make sure area where you’re going to attach the new plank is clean 
and flat. 

2. Apply a small drop of furniture glue to the support beams and gently 

set the plank onto the area. 

3. Put the screws you removed from the old plank into the new one to 

secure it to the support beams 

4. Wipe up excess glue 

 

Table Protection: 

To keep your table looking its absolute best, consider keeping it covered while 

not in use with a breathable table cover. The sun’s rays could pose a risk to your 
table top if left in direct sunlight for extended periods of time like fading of color. 

Be sure to wipe down your table periodically with furniture polish/cleaner to 

keep the composite wood looking its best and in good condition. 

 

Things to watch for with composite materials. 

• Extreme Cold: Extreme cold makes plastics very brittle, this includes 

composite materials used for furniture and decking. 

• High Heat: When high heat is applied directly to plastic, it melts. Keep hot 

objects from coming into direct contact with the composite planks as 

they will likely cause them to melt, bubble, or warp. 

• Refracted Light: When light passes through certain substances such as a 

magnifying glass and wine glasses, it becomes focused into a small beam 

which can get very hot, very fast. This should be avoided from happening 

on your table top as it will potentially melt your composite planks. 
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